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CORRECTED COPY (TEXT-PARA FOUR LINE TWO ADDED) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PEPR, AG, MO, MR, FR, SP, SS 

SUBJECT: ALGERIAN SUGGESTION OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN A SAHARA 
MEDIATION EFFORT 


REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 781, (B) NOUAKCHOTT 744, (C) ALGIERS 1023 
(D) RABAT 1940 

1 . THE GOVERNMENT OF MAURITANIA (GIRM) HAS MADE IT CLEAR ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT IT WOULD WELCOME TALKS THAT COULD LEAD TO 
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF THE SAHARA DISPUTE. IT RECOGNIZES 
THAT THE ALTERNATIVE IS COSTLY INDEFINITE MILITARY STALEMATE. 

AS REPORTED IN REFTEL B, THE GIRM WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 
INCLUSION OFPOLISARIO FIGURES IN ANY SUCH TALKS PROVIDED THAT 
THEY WERE RECOGNIZED AS REPRESENTING THE REFUGEE POPULATION IN 
TINDOUF AND NOT THE POLISARIO FRONT PER SE OR THE SAHARA 
DEMOCRATIC ARAB REPLUBLIC (SDAR). ALTHOUGH A FAR CRY FROM THE 
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ALGERIAN SUGGESTION RE DIRECT POLISARIO FRONT PARTICIPATION 
(PRESUMABLY AS AN EQUAL PARTNER) IN PACE TALKS, IT COULD BE 
CONSTRUED AS INDICATIVE OF A WILLINGNESS TO BACK AWAY FROM ITS 
PREVIOUSLY UNCOMPROMISING HARD-LINE POSITION. 


2. AS THOUGH THE PUT THE FOREGOING IN SOME PERSPECTIVE, FONMIN 
MOUKNASS IN NINETY-MINUTE TALK WITH CONGRESSMAN WHALEN ON 
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MARCH 29 REITERATED GIRM CONTENTION THAT MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN 
SAHARA TRIBES THAT INHABITATED PRE-1975 MADRID ACCORD'S 
SPANISH SAHARA MAKE UP NO MORE REPEAT NOMORE THAN FIVE PERCENT 
OF THE POLISARIO FRONT; THE REMAINING NINETY-FIVE PERCENT HE 
STATED ARE DISSIDENT MAURITANIANS AND MOROCCANS AND QUOTE 
LARGE BANDS OF ALGERIANS AND MALIANS UNQUOTE. 

3. MAURITANIAN CHIEF OF PROTOCOL TOLD EMBOFF APRIL 1 THAT 
ALTHOUGH. TO HIS KNOWLEDGE, THERE WAS NO DIRECT CONTACT AT 
THIS TIME BETWEEN ALGERIA, MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA ON THE 
WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE, GIRM CONTINUES TO LOOK FOR A NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENT. HE ALLUDED TO POSSIBLE THIRD PARTY INTERVENTIONS 
BY EXPRESSING SATISFACTION THAT COUNTRIES SUCH AS TOGO WHO 
ORIGINALLY RECOGNIZED THE SDAR, NOW UNDERSTAND COMPLEXITY OF 
ISSUES AND HAVE WITHDRAWN ACTIVE SUPPORT. PRESUMABLY HE WAS 
REFERRING TO RESULTS OF OULD DADDAH'S RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN LOME 
(REFTEL A). 

4. COMMENT: MAURITANIANS SEEM GENUINELY READY TO DISCUSS 
WESTERN SAHARA DISPUTE IN DIRECT TALKS INVOLVING ALGERIANS, 
MOROCCANS, AND ARE BECOMING MORE FLEXIBLE WITH REGARD TO 
PARTICIPATION BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE POLISARIO. THEY ARE 
SUFFICEINTLY REALISTIC TO KNOW THAT ULTIMATE POLITICAL SETTLE- 
MENT CAN ONLY COME FROM DIRECT TALKS AND NOT FROM WARMED OVER 
RESOLUTIONS IN THE UN OR OAU. ALTHOUGH THE GIRM WOULD DOUBT- 
LESS WELCOME US SUPPORTFOR A SPECIFIC MEDIATION EFFORT. IT HAS 
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NOT SUGGESTED THAT US SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED DIRECTLY IN MEDIA 
TION EFFORTS. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD STRONGLY PREFER ARAB OR 
AFRICANMEDIATORS, PROBABLY IN THAT ORDER, IF INDEED MEDIATORS 
AREREQUIRED AT ALL.GIRM WOULD PROBABLY PREFER USG TO PLAY 
A DIFFERENT EVEN MORE IMPORTANT ROLE OF HELPING TO SET THE STAGE 
FOR DIRECT TALKS BY PRESSURING THE SOVIETS TO TURN OFF SPIGOT 
ON MILITARY SUPPORT TO ALGERIA/POLISARIO. 
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